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WAR EMERGENCY CHANGES IN LEGAL EDUCATION
IN PENNSYLVANIA
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGAL EDUCATION AND
ADMISSION TO THE BAR

January 31st., 1942
To the President and Members of the Pennsylvania Bar Association:
The Committee is pleased to report that present problems created by the
war with respect to legal education and admission to the Bar have been solved
by appropriate action of the Supreme Court and the State Board of Law Examiners as follows:
I.
War Emergency Action waiving preceptorship and Bar Examination under
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certain circumstances defined by order of December 22, 1941, as follows:
"The State Board of Law Examiners, at a special meeting held
on December 17, 1941, adopted the following regulations, effective
only during the current war, with respect to registered law students
whose preparation for admission to the bar has been interrupted by
induction into the armed forces of the United States.
(1) Completion of the law practice clerkship, required by
clause (c) of Supreme Court Rule 12, will be waived in the
cases of law students who have passed the bar examination and
otherwise complied with the requirements for admission to the bar,
whose law practice clerkship has been interrupted or prevented by
reason of induction into the armed forces of the United States
whether by voluntary enlistment or otherwise; and the State Board
of Law Examiners will issue to every such student its certificate
recommending his admission to the bar of the Supreme Court, upon
receipt of written advices from the applicant notifying the State
Board of his induction and stating the particular branch of the service to which he has been assigned.
(2) A registered law student who has failed a bar examination and is prevented from appearing for further examination by
reason of having been inducted into the armed forces of the United
States, by voluntary enlistment or otherwise, will receive the certificate of the State Board of Law Examiners recommending his admission to the bar of the Supreme Court when, in the judgment of
the State Board, the particular circumstances and the applicant's
general qualifications and past scholastic record and other relevant
actors justify it. Such a student will likewise be excused from the
service of the clerkship prescribed by clause (c) of Supreme Court
Rule 12 in parity with the ruling in regulation (1) hereof.
(3)
The State Board will issue its admission certificate to a
registered law student who has been awarded the law degree, (a)
upon the successful completion of the regular three or four year
course at an approved law school, or (b) upon the successful completion of two and one-half years or more of the regular three-year
course at an approved full-time law school, or (c) upon the successful completion of three and one-half years or more of the regular four-year course at an approved part-time law school, and who
has been prevented from appearing for the bar examination conducted by the State Board of Law Examiners because of being inducted, by voluntary enlistment or otherwise, into the armed forces
of the United States. Such a student will be excused from taking
the bar examination and serving the clerkship prescribed by clause
(c) of Supreme Court Rule 12 in parity with the ruling in regulation (1) hereof.
(4)
Before issuing a certificate for admission to the bar under the foregoing regulations (2) and (3), the State Board of Law
Examiners will require the law student to file with it an application
in the form prescribed by the State Board, accompanied by the regular examination fee.
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(5) Every other case will, be considered specially by the
State Board on its individual merits and such relief granted as the
State Board may deem advisable in view of the equities of each
case.
I1.

War Emergency adjustments in connection with requirements for admission
to the Bar by action of the State Board of Law Examiners on January 28, 1941,
effective as follows:
1. To permit the registration as law students of those who have completed, to the satisfaction of the respective law schools, not less than two calendar years of acceptable pre-legal or academic education conforming with the standards prescribed by the American Bar Association and the Association of American Law Schools.
2. To admit, for Bar examinations, registered law students who have completed the present prescribed three year law course in not less than two calendar
years, or the present prescribed four year law course in not less than three calendar years.
3. To enable students by three years of college study and three years of
law school study, or their accelerated equivalents, in the same or different approved institutions, to obtain a college degree and a Law degree.
III.
In order to accurately inform the public of the War Emergency Adjustments
it is recommended that an explanatory statement be released for publication as
follows:
"The committee on Legal Education and Admission to the Bar,
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, at it6 meeting in Hershey,
January 29th, received reports of recent actions of the State Board
of Law Examiners designed to adjust the program of preparation
for the Bar to the needs of those candidates who are or may be
subject to service in the armed forces.
In recognition of the National emergency and the effect of the
Selective Service Act on compliance with the existing requirements
for Admission to the Bar the Board will permit the registration of
applicants who have completed to the satisfaction of the respective
law schools not less than two calendar years of study in an approved college. The Board has approved the acceleration of the law
school course, without reduction in content or lowering of standards, by use of summer sessions, so as to permit the completion of
the day course in not less than two calendar years and of the night
course in not less than three calendar years.
The Board has sanctioned the combined course of academic
and legal study to enable students by three years of college study
and three years of law school study, or their accelerated equivalents,
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in the same or different approved institutions, to obtain a college
degree and a law degree.
The Committee on Legal Education and the Pennsylvania Bar
Association expressed approval of these measures, and urges the cooperation of the Bar, the Law schools, the colleges and the selective service boards, to insure an adequate supply of competent lawyers during and after the War Emergency."

IV.
The Board of Examiners will communicate the War Emergency Adjustments to the authorities administering the Selective Service Law and to the
schools and colleges affected.
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Bernard J. Myers, Esquire
Arthur M. Scully, Esquire
Charles H. English, Esquire
James H. Powell, Esquire
J. Garfield Houston, Esquire
Louis J. Wiesen, Esquire
Chairman

